
2nd Grade Social Studies Choice Board 
What Does Your Community 

Need? 

 
Think about your community now. 

What is something you wish 
existed? Why do you feel it is a 
need for your community? Who 
would it benefit? Record your 
thinking in paragraph form. 

 Types of Communities Collage  

 
Cut pictures from a magazine 
that represents each of the 

three community types (rural, 
urban, suburban).  Create a 
collage of each.  Label the 

community type and write a brief 
description of the features 

found in that community.   

Long Ago Interview 

 
Write interview questions that 

will help you summarize the 
changes that have occurred in 
the local community over time, 
including changes in the use of 
land and in the way people earn 
their living.  If you can, identify 

someone to interview or research 
to find the answers 

How We Use Land and Water 
Drawing 

 
On a sheet of paper, draw all of 

the ways that people in our 
community use the land and 
water. Label each drawing.  

Show Me the Money 

 
Make a list of how people in our 
community work to earn a living. 

Place a star next to the jobs that 
are unique to our community 
because of our geographic 

characteristics.  Write a 
paragraph to explain your 

thinking. 

Long Ago Book 

 
Make a book! Include a picture of 

our community in the past and 
another in the present. 

Summarize the changes that 
have occurred in our community 

over time.  Include changes in the 
use of land, in people, jobs, 

transportation, and schools.  

Mapping Your Town 
 

Make a map of your town with a 
legend and compass rose. Your 
maps should include landforms, 

bodies of water, and parks in 
your local community. Describe 

the location of places and 
geographic features in several 

sentences.  

Writing Prompt 

 
Does where I live affect the 

things I do? Consider the 
geography of our community. 
Write at least a paragraph to 

explain your thinking.   

Compare Two Communities 

 
Create a Venn diagram and 

compare the community where 
you live to another community 

in a different area or read 
  

Travel Brochure 

 
What features of our 
community are unique 

(geographic or cultural)? 
Design a travel brochure to 

entice visitors to our area.  Be 
sure to add illustrations and 

also words.  

Features of a Community  
 

     

 
Create a three-column chart 

with one column for urban, 
one for suburban, and one for 

rural.  Illustrate the three 
community types and label the 

features in each community.  

Writing Prompt 

 
Do you think you live the same 
today as your grandparents 

did when they were your age? 
Write two paragraphs to 
explain what might be the 
same and what might have 

been different? 



2nd Grade Fiction Choice Board 
Read for at LEAST 20 minutes every day! 

The Sequel

 
Pretend the author wrote a 
second book using the same 
characters. What would the 
book cover look like? Draw it. 

What would the story be 
about?  

Postcard 
Summary 

 
Write a postcard letter to a 

friend convincing them to 
read this book. Give the friend 
specific examples of why they 

should read the text. 
 

Setting 

 
Using specific evidence from 
the text, describe in-depth 

the setting of the story where 
most of the events take place. 
How would the story change if 

the story took place in your 
city?  

Cause and Effect 

 
Using specific evidence from 

the text, describe 3 cause and 
effect relationships from the 

story.  

Vocabulary  
Pick 4 vocabulary words that 
you don’t know the meaning of 

or are important to 
understanding the text. 

Complete a Frayer model (see 
below) for each word.  

  

Theme 

 
In your opinion, what is the 

theme of the story or 
message the author is trying 

to convey? Use 3 pieces of 
evidence from the text to 

support your opinion.  

Point of View 

 
Who is telling the story? What 

evidence from the text 
supports your answer? How 

would the story have changed 
if it was told from a different 

character’s point of view?  

Movie Poster 

 
Imagine your story was turned 

into a movie! What would the 
movie poster look like? Design 

a movie poster to entice 
people to want to read your 

book.   

Summary 

  
Write 5 questions you would 
like to ask the author. What 

are you still wondering? What 
would you like to learn more 

about? 

 



2nd Grade Nonfiction Choice Board 
Read for at LEAST 20 minutes every day! 

Interesting  
Fact 

 
Explain the most interesting 

thing you learned from 
reading and why it stood out 

to you. Be specific and 
reference the text.  

What I  
Learned 

 
What are two new pieces of 

information that you learned 
from your reading?  What else 

would you still like to learn 
about the topic? 

 

Opinion  

 
What is your opinion on the 

topic you read about? How do 
you feel about the issue? Are 
there any morals or lessons 

learned? 

Main Idea 

 
What is the main idea of the 
text? In other words, what is 
the passage mostly about? 

Draw a picture to show your 
thinking.  

Vocabulary  
Pick 4 vocabulary words that 
you don’t know the meaning of 

or are important to 
understanding the text. 

Complete a Frayer model (see 
below) for each word.  

  

Key Details 

 
What are 3 key details from 
the text that support the 
main idea?  How do these 

details contribute to the plot 
(beginning, middle, and end)? 

Questions 

 
After reading the article or 

selection, what are 3 
questions you have that you 
could research to find out 

more about?  

Visual Images 

 
Choose a diagram, map, chart, 

graph or image that is 
important to the text. Draw 

the image and explain its 
significance to the text.  

Summary 

  
Use who, what, when, where, 
and why to summarize what 

you read.  

 



2nd Grade Math Choice Board 
Ways to Show Numbers 

Choose numbers 1-20. Use an 
index card or paper.  Write the 
target number in as many ways 

as you can. See the image above. 

Loose Change  
 

Put a handful of coins (less than 
$2.00) in a cup.  Spill part of the 
cup. Count the total amount of 

change.  Record your total. 
Repeat.  

 

Odds and Evens 
 

 
 

Create a poster showing what it 
means for a number to be odd 

and a number to be even.  Explain 
it to your family. 

Counting Steps 

 
Count the number of steps from 

different rooms in your house 
(for example the kitchen to the 
bathroom).  Count by 1s, 2s, 5s, 

10s.  Record.  

Dream Bedroom 

 
Draw your dream bedroom using 

only triangles, quadrilaterals, 
hexagons, and cubes.   

 

 Folding Paper 
 

Fold a rectangle (use paper) into 
half, unfold the paper, draw the 
lines, and number the squares. 
Repeat by folding in half more 
times to make more squares. 

These are of arrays.  How many 
squares are on each paper. Can 
you create an equation to show 

the equal groups? 

Fractional Parts 

 
Draw a picture of squares, 

rectangles, and circles in two 
equal parts. Label each part 

as half or ½.  Draw a picture of 
squares, rectangles, and 

circles in four equal parts. 
Label each part as a 

fourth or ¼.  

Collection Array 
 

Grab a collection of objects 
(coins, stickers, beans, 

noodles, etc). Count them. 
Sort the objects into equal 

groups.  Write the equation to 
represent repeated addition. 
Move the objects to form an 

array.  Draw a picture to show 
the equal groups and array. 

Label. 
 

Card Addition 

 
Write the numbers 1-9 on a 

small piece of paper. Shuffle 
the cards. Lay them out two 

at the top and two on the 
bottom to create two 

double-digit numbers. Add 
the numbers together. Use 

any strategy to solve. Record 
the problem. Repeat 10 times.  

Number Line 

 
Write each of the numbers 1-9 

on a small piece of paper. 
Shuffle. Make a two-digit or 

three-digit number.  Practice 
counting up from the number 
or down from the number by 
1s. Challenge: Count by or 2s, 

5s, 10s.  

Tell Time  

 
Choose 5 events from your 

day. Put them in order from 
AM to PM.  Draw the clock for 

each of these events.  
 

Flash Attack 
 

Make a set of ten flashcards 
on small pieces of paper. 

Shuffle the cards. Practice 
these facts with a family 

member.  



2nd Grade Science Choice Board 
Weather Journal 

 
Keep a weather journal for 

each day you are home. Write 
the temperature, if it is sunny, 

cloudy, or partly cloudy, or 
forms of participation.  Draw 

what you see! 

Cloud Observation 

 
Look outside or lay outside in 
the grass. What do the cloud 

shapes look like? Draw 3 
different pictures of the 

clouds you saw and create a 
fictional story.  

Writing Prompt 

 
 

Are all clouds the same? 
What kinds of weather do 

different clouds bring? 
Record your thinking.  

Where the Wind Blows 

 
Choose a collection of small 
items, some heavy and some 

light (for example, cotton ball, 
pebble, button, feather). Take 
a straw and blow. What do you 

notice? Record. 

Make a List 

 
Make a list of different 

weather tools. Describe each 
tool and how it is used to 
predict or measure the 

weather.  

Rainbow Connection  

 
Make a rainbow! You will need 
a white piece of paper with a 

clear cup. Fill the cup with 
water and place it in a sunny 
space or shine a flashlight 

through the water. Do you see 
a rainbow? 

Comic Book  

 
Choose a form of 

precipitation.  Create a comic 
book with at least 5 “frames” 
or boxes. Tell what kinds of 

conditions occur during this 
form of precipitation. Be sure 

to illustrate your thinking.  

Opinion  

 
In your opinion, what is the 

worst type of weather? Why? 
What is the best? Why?  Write 

at least two paragraphs 
stating your opinion and 

persuading others to agree 
with you.  

Weather Watch 

 
Watch a weather broadcast 
on TV.  What did you notice? 
Write a script for your daily 
weather today. What would 
your new’s report say if you 
were the meteorologist?  If 

you can, film your broadcast!   

Rain Catcher 

 
How can we measure the 
amount of rain that falls? 

Take a small cup and place it 
uncovered outside.  Allow it to 
stay outside for several days. 
Each day, take a ruler outside 

and measure how much rain 
your cup has collected. Did it 

rain? If so, how many inches or 
centimeters?  Record. 

Safety Plan 

 
Create a safety plan for your 
home during severe weather 

(for example tornado, 
hurricane, etc.). Where could 

you take shelter? What 
materials might you keep near 

your safe place? Talk with 
your family to share your 

ideas and record your 
thinking.  

Windsock 

 
Roll paper to create a 

cylinder.  Tape or glue it in 
place. Add long streamers to 
the bottom. Be creative, you 
may use ribbon, crepe paper, 
or long strips of paper.  Tie a 
string at the top.  Take your 
windsock outside.  What do 
you notice about how your 

windsock moves in the wind?   



 


